
Contents

Introduction: What This Book Is Trying to Do / 9

Part 1: General Questions About Suffering and Evil
 1. What Is at Stake in How We Respond to Suffering and Evil? / 13
 2. What Is the Difference Between Moral Evil and Natural Evil? / 19
 3. Does the Bible Distinguish Moral Evil and Natural Evil? / 25
 4. What Is the Bible’s Role in Helping Us Understand Suffering and Evil? / 31
 5. Does the Bible or Reason Help Us Better Understand Suffering and Evil? / 37

Part 2:  Biblical and Theological Questions About Suffering  
and Evil

A: Questions Related to the Bible
 6. What Kinds of Suffering and Evil Occur in the Bible? / 47
 7. How Does God Bring About Good Through Suffering and Evil? / 57
 8. Does God Hide His Reasons for Why He Permits Suffering and Evil? / 65
 9. Is Natural Evil Ever “of the Lord”? / 73
10. Is Moral Evil Ever “of the Lord”? / 81
11. Does God Will All Suffering and Evil? / 89
12. Does God Command Suffering and Evil in the Bible? / 97

B: Questions Related to Theology
13. Does God Cause Evil? / 107
14. Does God Relate to Moral Evil Through “Dual-Agency?” / 115
15. What Do Calvinism and Molinism Say About God’s Providence over Evil? / 125
16. Does God Suffer? / 135

Part 3: Apologetic Questions About Suffering and Evil
A: Questions Related to General Apologetic Strategies on the Problem of Evil

17. What Is the Intellectual Problem of Evil Against God’s Existence? / 147
18. What Are Some Bad Answers to the Intellectual Problem of Evil? / 157
19. Is Theodicy a Good Answer to the Intellectual Problem of Evil? / 165
20. Is Divine Inscrutability a Good Answer to the Intellectual Problem of Evil? / 171



B: Questions Related to Specific Apologetic Answers to the Problem of Evil
21. Could Suffering and Evil Be God’s Way of Punishing Us? / 179
22. Could Suffering and Evil Be God’s Way of Shaping Our Character? / 187
23. Could Suffering and Evil Be God’s Way of Getting Our Attention? / 195
24. Could Moral Evil Be Due to Our Abuse of Free Will? / 203
25. Could Natural Evil Be Due to the Laws of Nature? / 211
26. Could All Suffering and Evil Be a Means to a Greater Good? / 217
27.  Can We Defend Christianity Without Offering God’s Reasons  

for Suffering and Evil? / 225
28. Is the Problem of Evil a Reason to Believe in God’s Existence? / 233

Part 4: Practical Questions About Suffering and Evil
A: Questions Related to How Suffering and Evil Impact Our Lives

29. What Kinds of Suffering and Evil Occur in the World Today? / 243
30. How Do Suffering and Evil Challenge Our Living the Christian Life? / 251
31. Should Christians Attempt to Figure Out Why They Face Suffering and Evil? / 259
32. Does Divine Providence Turn Us into Pawns on God’s Chessboard? / 267
33.  Does Divine Providence Undermine Our Resolve to Eliminate Suffering? / 275
34. Can We Make Any Moral Evaluation If God Is Beyond Moral Evaluation? / 283
35. Is God Distant and Hidden If His Ways Are Inscrutable to Us? / 291

B: Questions Related to Counseling Those Who Suffer
36. What Is the Best Response to Those Asking Why They Are Suffering? / 299
37. How Are the Attributes of God Relevant to Counseling Those Who Suffer? / 309
38. How Is God’s Work of Creation Relevant to Counseling Those Who Suffer? / 317
39.  How Are God’s Works of Providence Relevant to Counseling Those  

Who Suffer? / 325
40. How Is the Gospel Relevant to Counseling Those Who Suffer? / 335

Scripture Index / 343
About the Author / 355


